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accessidiscovery through the Internet, ) capacity building. 4)
SDI development research, and 5) active programs for funding

‘and resources to aceomplish ts Vision und Goals,

“The Association will approve the frst draft ofis Strategic
Implementation Plan at the Severth GSDI Conference in
Bangalore, India,in February 2004

GSDI-7 - India Beckons

‘The GSDLT Conference will be held in Bangalore, India. The
Canference is scheduled for February 2-6. 2004, The host for
the Conference will be the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and the Department of Science and Technology (DST) of
the Indian Governmernt,

India is well known as an ancient culture with proud traditions,
butis also a leader of modern tochnology. It possesses a strong.
foundation of technology and indusires that blend with Indian
culture o create a vibrant saciety. Indiais well suited o host
the next GSDI Conference. AL200 yeas, they have the oldest
survey agency. which has produced some of the best-mapped
regions. Like the society as a whole, they combine the historical
foundations with a modern and vibrant culture and hi tech inputs.

e government hus an excellent geological survey agency with

mapped geology. and national mapping agencies for for-

ests,soils, groundwater, and other applications. India operates
asystem of remote sensing saellies with up to 5.8m resolution
and global outreach.  They have excellent GIS expertse of more.
than 20 years. Like, Hungary, the host of GSDL6. the govern-
ment is commilted to the establishment of an NSDL

Bangalore, The Garden City, is known for its friendly people,
and s the Capitl of Kamalaka State. Be prepared for a salubri-

climate with lemperatures varying between 68 and 80 F. The
official language is Kannada, but English is widely spoken and
undersiood. ILis well connected by air 1o many major Indian and
intemational cites, and has good and fast tain connections, and
excellent local transportation via taxis and 3-wheelers. ILis also
the technological hub of India, the Indian home of many major
multimational technology vendors, and s on par with the world
s hostof a variety of public and academic instiuions.

There i range of good accommodtions al varying prices in
the area, with a number of luxury hotels close by the modern
convention cenire. There are many things to see and do in the
aea,including Nandi Hills, a pcturesque hillsite, the Nagarhole
Tiger Reserve, und the Lalbugh Botanical Gardens, and it is

thin 600km of Mysore, Ooty: Chenui, Kerula, Hyderabad.
and Gioa,

i i o C0E7 S S B o
programme features  pr utorial and international
Exibiion. The Conference sl will e cne 2. lenry on
‘amajor topic daily, four o five speakers and discussions, presen-
o ssons, bt prll o, pael dbaes o ey
topics. po

e sttt P Cote Ttal ol o Sl
Technologies and Applications”. 1t will b held from Janury
30.31 2004 (P and Sa, From 5075 partipant are expesied
targeling Asia-Pucific nations. The tutorial willfocus on global
case studies and on global programmes such as ISCGM, Global
Map. The International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote
Sensing, and others.

“The subject of the exhibition will be “Spatial World". The
focus wil be on the international and will bring o
Asia-Pacific the hest of technology and applications show-cas-
ing SDL ILwill showcase successes and achievements in SDI.
highlight future aspects. and target global exhibitor groups from
industries, government ager ademiafuniversiies, research
institutions, and non-profi insitations with about 100 exkibitors
targeled. The map world exhibition will he open to the public.
Other events around the Conference will include excellent pre-
‘and post-conference tours, an Tntemet fuciity, a VSAT network
for tele-sessions, demonsiration booths, sceretariat support
receptions, dinners and high tea.

Fo

In shor, @ good conference and a good time. We will see you in
Bangalare.

GSDI Grants Bear Fruit

SD1hat e ide sore motey for o aall rnt progran, The
dollr value of the grarts is small, generally 5.000

d ceely nc nough 1 Fund o comploe NSDL The nent s
1o give  program 1 fnp st roigh s canpigas
and through workshaps. As a resultof the support of G

rants. SDI workshops were recently held in Zimhabwe ]
Nigeria.
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“There are many activities within Alfica over the past morths,
100 many 1o list he

tion on Alfrcan SDI activities is th
‘wwwgsdi org/pube2 HImIESDINEW.

n excellent source for informa.-
SDI-Africa Newsleticr

A new newsletier has been added for the Asia/Pacilic region.
medeled on the success of the SDI-Aftica newsleter. Co-spon-
PG

d GSDIL it can be found at wwwsdi org
WS and al

A newsleter for the Mesoamerican and Caribbean region is
under development

-

New Secretariat Internship - Mr. Ohsung Kwon

M. Ohsung Kwon has recently joined the FGDC as an intern
from Korea to work with Dr. Alun R. s who is the
International Program Manager and principal support for the
GSDI Scerctariat from the FGDC.

‘Ohsung reccived his M.S. in Transport Planning and Enginecring
in 1996, from the University of Leeds in the United Kingdom.
He worked for the Ministry of Construction and Transpertation
of Korean Government, which s responsible for SDI in Korca
before he joined FGDC

Heis helping Dr. Alan R. Stevens with capacily building for the
Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) throughout the Asia/Pacific
community. He will ussit in designing and implementing capa
ity building activites throughout the region. For this purpose

DI related websies throughout the Asia
such as the Permanent Commitiee for Geographic
Information for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP), o discover the
‘goals and objectives of SDI bodies and websites for SDI activi-
ties in the region.

He cagerly wanls 1o glean information on coming, current, and
past SDI and Geographic Information (GI) acivities such as con-
ferences, workshops,traing as well as progress in both the SDI
policy and technical arenss; clearinghouse/portal establishment,
metadata development. standards creation/operation. data buse.
availability and others. This information s very important for
designing and implementing capacity building activites in the
resion a5 wllus exchangin information between GSDIand the
reluied SDI bodies in the region




the execution of the Program, which is the busic instance for the
ordering and regulation of national productive activites,establish-
ing priorities and  pulting objectives and goals in proper order. In
its conceptual aspects the Program holds specific considerations
on the IDEMEX,

For the dissemination of the idea around IDEMEX, information
is being put on the Web site of the INEGL On the other hand. in
INEGE several steps have been taken contributing to the IDEMEX,
which go from the continuous production of geographic informa.
B o e o e g
cepis de i on fundamental dt, on of metadata
i R X Clogis e ey
the development of 4 program on generation and updating of
‘scospatial standands, the conception and present. development of
the Geographic Database. the building of important alliances and
Hinks to other national. regional and world-wide organizations, and
other setions s elated to the implementation of the IDEMEX,

Mexico, through INEG aspires to contibute to the regionsl devel-
opment of geospatial information through ils gained experience
in geographic information development. putting also al service
its capacity in education and training. o5 well as on insiitutional
strengthening. This explains ts presence and particpation in the
Panamerican Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH),
well as in PCIDEA. within which. by holding ut the moment the
preside he organization, will ry 10 play a significant role in
benefit of member courtrics

ITC has a scientific stfT of some 200 professionals of more
than 30 nationalites. Since its foundation, more than 15.000
students from over 160 couniries have completed courses o the
Institute. The Insttute offers six educational programmes with
different specialisatons. leading to Master of S¢) or
Professional Master’s (PM) degrees and diplomas covering the
following fields:

Science (M

Geoinformatics
Geoinformation Management

Urhan Planning and Land Administration
Natural Resources Management

‘Water Resources and Environmental Management
Farth Resources and Environmental Geo-sciences

ITC also offers short courses and tailor-made courses of varying
duration,

For more information about education at ITC please go to
wwwilenleducation

Rescarch
ITC carries outa multidisciplinary and problem-criented
carch programme in support of its education and project s
vices. This research programme focuses on the provision of geo-
information and earth observation for

+ the strengthening of civil society. e.g. land administration,
public administration, cadustre and survey organisations.

INSTITUTE FOR GE
SCIENCE AND EARTH OBSERVATION (ITC)

PO Box 6, 7500 A Enschede, the Netherhunds
Email  projc

Internet:  hutpywwawitenl

ITC s the largest nstitute for international higher eduction in

the Netherlands, providing international education., hand
project services.

“The aim of ITC's actvities is the international exchange of
knowledge, focusing on capacity buikding and instiutional
development in countries that are economically and/or
technologically less advanced,

“The knowledge feld of ITC s geo-information science and earth
observation, which consists of a combination of tools und meth-
s for the collection - through serospace survey techniques -
storage and processing of geo-spatial duta, for the dissemination
and use of these data and of services based on these daa.

Client o
ALthe heart of ITC’s acivites are capacity building and insti-

utional der forms the home base for ITC’s
degree-oriented education. The internationa educationl system
a0 ITC s intended primuril; career professionals and sci-
entists from less developed couniics

clopment. Enscl

. use of space, e.¢. urban and rural planning
and management

ratural dissters ad envionment, .. flocing and land-

Sides (mitigation and rel
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For more information ahout TTC's research programme please go
o e

as a Tollow-up serv
e Toundarion, TTC has
‘completed a wide variety of project assignments (over 1000)
around the world. TTC is registered with all major international
(project funding) organisations. The majority of these projects
e exe onomically and technologically less developed
countris and emphasise institutional development and capacity
building. ITC's project services include:

ject services often serv
alumni and their organisations. §
"

uted in

Insttutional development
Contract training
Contract research and development
Advisory services

For more information about ITCs project services please go to
e Vprojects

57



MACGA

“The Mesoumerican and Caribbean Geospatial Aliance
(MACGA) is a project implemenied by the U.S. Geological
Survey/EROS Data Center (EDC. hitpy/edcintlrusgs.gov) in
cooperaion with several partner organizations. MACGA stives.
s an “aliance” of organizations with shared interests, o fucil-
et devlopment of spail ik usig ppvoprts methods

As w contribution o the projct, ESRI s providing  softvare
and training grant 1o cach ministry of environment in Cenlral
American valued at USS60.000. Aliogether, partners have
already pledsed to conribute over $2 million in support of the
MACGA.

For more informatio

contact:
SIEDC. Phone: 58-212-

793.48.26,

s st s ffiiet s support dua vanprang @usgsgov; Or Larry L. Tieszen, USGS/EDC, Phone:
d encoura; 605-594-61.69. usgs gov

gxn\;mu.\\ applications in the regions of Mesoumerica and <
Spatial data produced with appropriate standards,
“c meladas i cined e penty il s
Tt it betor splications and mcrased efcionie,

‘With core funding from USAID, und support from national and
international agencies, the MACGA project features an ambitious
capacity-building program. Two technical workshops on spatial
data technologies are organized o provide training. soflware
Dne will e held in Panama during Novenber

2003, for Mesoumerican partcipants. and the other
planned for April, 2004, for Caribbean participants. The proje
promates the establishment or improvement of spatial data infra-
structures, assist in the establishment of beller communication
channels among agencies and initiatives developing spatial data,

 in general help build a framework for improved spatial data
‘ceneration, management, and disserination in these bwo regions,

and source data. One

The M/
olfers 1 unique opportuni

ACGA Mesoumerican workshop to be held in Panama.
ity for more than 30 participants from
strcs of nvironment. agricultural agen-

chniques:

ional institutions Lo learn new
il 0 srve maps on the web leam sbout digtal
evalions models and geodetic systems. clearinghouse tech-
miques and spatal dta ifrstructres:, and gt informaion on
ospatial projects in the region. They mh o
‘uidelines on spatial data sets and a

o to b dveloped L, lobel Mip s st envrmentl
and agricultural internet map servers). MACGA will offer fol-
low-on support and technical assistance for some of these devel-
opments.

In parallel with this technical gathering. managers from MACGA.
partner agencies convene in a two-day meeting on Novembes

21 nd 22, in Panama to define u basic action plan for the estab-
Hishmen! and consolidation of spatial data inffastruclures in the
region, help formulate new projects. establish mechanisms for
cooperation, and set dircetion to the alliance wark.

1o now, o han ity artaer agencies have announced
te in MACGA. The list includes

cing oo i, by
roviding capacy-uiing hydumhmmn sl st by
olfering software and training pacl developing products
and deliverables, and by u Lo ng coordination and planning

And visit our website at hup:/edcintlcrusgs.gov/macga himl

IDEMEX, THE SPATIAL DATA INFRASTRUCTURE OF
MEXICO

‘The growing influence of geospaial information has increased

accessible and
The National Instiute
of Statstis. Geography and Informatics (INEGI) has developed
the concept of SDI aimed towards the best progress of geographic
information according 1o associated erieria for a greater useful-
ness. The Statistcal and Geographic Information Law, promul-
‘zated in 1980, regulates the national information in these malters
‘and is visionary and foresighted when defining us s fundamen-
tal objective the integration and development of the
Geographic_Information  System. and along with il the prime
sced of the NSDL.

National

Geographic information in Mexico has developed in_several
stages: the first. one the productive effort; one
second linked to the decision to adopt digital technology. and a
i, 1 prsect s, cnmin e 13 et coratoats and
standandize the information on the basis of rational and efficiency
erieria. Thatis how the concept of the Spatial Data Infrasiructure
of Mexico (IDEMEX) arises. Producers and users of geospatial
information have pointed out the need to coordinale efforts, work
together, generate and apply agreed standards, avoid duplicites,
rationalize the production. put it o the disposal of all interested
people, and summing up. 0 sdminister the geaspatialinformation
i et

acterized by

In Fetvuary oftis vear INEGL organved he Natonal Geography

ences among geospatial information producers and users and o
strengthen ties among organizations. There was a gencral consen-
sus 1 initate us soon as possible conducive action for the implan-
tation of IDEMEX. Later on. by the end of May a First Shop on
the IDEMEX attended by several geographic organizations was
organized. in which_subjects on Standirds, National Geographic
Frame, Fundamental Data and Access and Dissemination of
Geospatial Information were discussed.

Rt i, snd el o b SNIC 15 Lo
indicates the establishment of Technical Commilices and the
elaboration of the National Development Geographic Information
Program. The Consulative Technical Committee on Geographic
Information. has the function 1o orient and define priorities for




decision taking for sustainable
e in a colext

the generation of appropria
development among our nations, realizng we
where everyone has to learn from the others.

PC IDEA plans for the next two years inchude the establishment
and strengthening

of links and relationships with  leading
jonal organizations such us GSDI
PAIGH, FGDC, ISO TCAI1, ICA and
ISCGM, specially with the United Nations. among others; the
redefinition und strengthening of working groups. suppert lo
subregional initiatives such as the Mesoamerican and Caribbean
Geospatial Alliance (MACGA). 1o reinforce_membership, the
rgmiztion fegonl ops sch s e o Crogapic Numes
s forescen for next year, the organization of the 54
Aguascalientes, Mexico in Octobe
a place and date to be defined for 2005, One of the main lines of
work i 1o provide for betier working communication with and
among member courtries by using the modern facilitis provided
by the Information and Communication Technologies, including
the addition of project planning and discussion forums through the
‘Web site of PC IDEA,

PROJECT NATIONAL LAND INFORMATION SYSTEM
OF CHILE

Alvaro Medina Aravena
Technical Secretary, National Land Information System
Ministry of National Properties

In Chile there are many public organisations involved in the
‘generation, use and management of land information. In
‘zeneral these institutions produce and manage databases by
using modern and highly automated technologies. However, this
process has been developed with lack of coordination among
mentioned erganisations. Our traditional usages in the capture
and management of land information indicale that different
sectors develop the process responding 10 their prticular

needs. without considering what happens in the neighbouring
organisation relaied to these matters. Likewise, even the number
o insttutions that built land information systems i increasing
(supported in GIS technologies) they are not abl to dialogue
between themselves.

In order to face these problems, the Chilean government is
developing the project “Sistema Nacional de Informacidn
Teritorial” ~SNIT- National Lund Information System

(wwaesnit gobel) that will establish the well known conct

Sp
n September 2001 the President of the Republic
set speclic guidelines Lo create the SNIT, assigning directive
tasks in a technical and executive secretarat setled in the
Ministry of National Property. This secrelarial coordinales o
large rumber of State agencies. whose main efforts are focused
in formulating a national policy for the management of land
information, sustained in the advances provided by information
and communication technologies in these topics.

“The SNIT aims 1o modernize the current land information’s
way of management. (capture, use, maintenance, transferting)
by Stute agencies, stating from an unshared and individualisic
scheme 1o reach a coordinated and cooperative one. s der
opment will st a stage 10 take advantage of the incorporation
of new technologies by medifying management procedres.
“This results in an interinstiutional arrangement that foster the
joint work related o the capture and use of land information
enhancing celerity and accuracy for accessing, processing, veri-
fying, certificating, transferring and layer overlapping.

Allof these are bused on three technological foundations: the
sccurate location of spatial daa. their management on the web
and on-line, and the use of Gl

Therefore, the SNIT is a cooperative and transversal manage.
ment model, sustained on the best use of information and
mmunication technologies, enabling a qualitative jump with
10 awilability and access to land information for gov-
ernment authoriies s well s common citizens.

At the present time, we have a national plan for land informa-
tion capturing and standsrdizing. which has been formulated
for the period 2003-2005. This plan was buill s the resul of a
strong work of multiseetorial coordination, where every partci
pating organisation conlributed with experience and knowledge
from their particular field of action,

In this plan several activites have heen programmed in onder to

Tulfll the following objectives:

Standardize and normalize land information existing i the
counry.

+ Build the standurd geographic base formed by the core
data of our national terrtory.

+ Adopt international standards referred to geographic infor-
mation,

+ Estblish regional commiices for decentrulzing lund
information management,

+ Ehbonue the land information porta for discov
ation and access Lo geospatial data.

+ Formulate projects for capturing lacking information in the
country.

+ Establish the SNIT acisory committee, in order 10 involve.
al the national geographic community in formulating o
policy for land information management

+ Participule actively in the inkernational community of
Geospatial Data Infrastructures.

“ Give legal sustainability to SNIT by means of a national
policy.

AU this time, based on a Second Mandate of the Presiden,
signed on April 2003, we are working on the elaboration of 4
Basic National Policy. us a proposal, for the management of
Land Information, and the implementation of our national phn
o land information. The policy proposal will be comploted in
December 2003,




DT o e 00y iy Mgl s wrton o o
ekt e i o i sl Con

Jo the Geainformation of Nigeria (GEOSON). Presided
Iocr by he Peiden o GEOSON. Pt 0, 0, Ayeni e aimof
the workshop was to assis participants to develop the necesst
il o cprin ud publbing i o gospatil ata
lholdings. The workshop also ewed rmuch of its
ot o he Regiral Conre o Traiog in Acpoupase

1othe

urveys
and in particular Dr. Jide Kufoniy for organizing the
hrsining. The actvites of the workshop includet

+ Overview of SDI

+ Gl Policy for Nigeria

+ Geosputial Data Standard Issues

+ Introduction to Metadata

* Final Contenus of ISO Standards for Geospatial
Metadata

IS0 Sun

- Inplemening ity Pt

. s 1 and 7 of ENRAEMED o explain the cle-

ment of the Mot srture

* ot mplemetaton wit i house fcilty e public
domain software

[By all indications. the workshop met its objectives. RECTAS

il follow-up the workshop gains by monitoring implement-
o of metadata in the organizations represented by the work-
fhop.

oy ) Nt 003 s i T
[Surveyor General’s Departmen, the SDI Stcering Commilie.
fand the Southern African Developme Lm\wmml) SADC)
| Regional Remote Sensing Unit (RRSU) hosted a workshop on
Ithe Zimbabwwe SDI Program. The issues addressed in the work-
lhop include:
Formalization of the 7
\weareness cumpaign
Sustainsble funding straiegies for the
Immature instiutional arrangemens and user/provider
relationships
+ Inconsistencies in the availability and quality of spa-
tilly referenced d
+ Inconsistent policies concerning access Lo and use of
spatially referenced data
+ Incomplete knowledge shout the availability and quality
of existing spatially referenced data
+ Lack of hest practice in the utilisation of ensbling lech-
nologies.

SDI nitative

>

Linitiaive

ferenced data

The vorlsop e o v by M R Miavimn
the current Chair of the ring Commiltce and the

learinghouse Specialist e RS and was attended by
of the influential members of the C

[Resettlement, Dr. Joseph Madl
the participants to pay sp:
play in assisting the land reforms being carried out by the gov-
Lrment

A Fermelaon s fhe 28Dl e v leeion
new S ‘ommitiee Membership and Executive Commilice,
the workahop reconted  mumber of o, desgned to move
the ZSDI well ino the future.

oT the

tor's Note: There are many activities going on wound the
world related to the global spatial data infrastructure. too many
10 adequately cover in a single newslet
focus on actvities within the Americas. Future editions will
over activities in other regions in more detail

“This edition will

A SHORT REVIEW ON PC IDEA, CURRENT STATUS
AND PERSPECTIVES

“The Permanent Commitice on Geospatial Data for the Americas|
(PC IDEA) was established 3
of the 6th Unied Nutions mgoral Caringphic. Confeence
for the Americas (UNRCCA), New York, 1997. As of today
the organization groups 24 member couniries in the American
Cantinent. PC IDEA s a rather young regionsl organization since]
its establishment in March 2000 during the First Meeting in Santa

‘ de Bogota. Colombia. The Second Meeting took place along]
with the 78 UNRCCA in New York. January 2001, where nita]
ideas and cancepls were reaffirmed towards the development ol
te eponl s o spatn e frmsucre. The Thi
Meeting was convened in Cartagena, Colombia, May 2001 along
ith i 510 Conerence o e Glabal Sptal Data Tnrustrcing
(GSDIS). where iniial membership was increased, final sttues|
and bylaws were approved and three warking gmoups were
established on L m o Eonamic Aspects, Corimumeaion,
and Technical Issues, this last WG comprising several subgroups|
el o Fundamentl Data, Geonpatal Sundonds, Policen
Clearinghouse. Geographic Names and Cupacity
Building. On the other hand, new authorities were appointed by
the Commiltee, with the Presidency changing from Colombia to
Veneaeh.

purstant o resolution number

Cadaster,

“The Fourth meeting of PC IDEA was hosted by Costa Rica i)
June, 2003, along with a Technical Meeting of the Carlography|
Commission of the Panamerican
and History (PAIGH), whe
developed towands issues relted to the implementation of SDI'S
in the Americas. New authoriies were clocted. cormespondin]
now the Presidency to Mexico through Eng. Mario Alberto Reyes|
Tharra, General Direetor of Geography t the National Institute of
Statistics, Geography and Informatics (INEG)

here is a strong

In his acceptation address, the new President stressed the fuc
that there are strong challenges 1o face in the development o
the regional SDL requiring the fortifying of PC IDEA. New
paradigms should he developed within the American Memberl
2 10 open new doors with the rest of the world)

will raise now challenges linked 1o mutual
understanding. cooperation, the fostering of knowledge, and the
opening of opportunities within u globalized information and)
communications world. I is necessary 10 work by developing]
new ideas and concepls associated 1o geospatial data o foster




Global Spatial Data
Global Spatial Data Infrastructure ‘We're on the web at
National Center

Reston, Virginia
192

Phone: +001-703-648-5455
Fax: +001-703-648-5755

E-mail: gsdi@gsdi org

Infrastructure Secretariat

Upcoming Conferences:

May 10-12, 2004
Johior, Ma
GISDECO 2004

wwwbfab.

May 12-14, 2004
ami Beach, FL. USA

GeoSpatial World 2004

www.scospatialworld.com/

May 22:27, 2004
Athens, Greece
FIG Working Week and XXVII General A ssembly
W fignet/ligtree/events/events 2004 htm

Augast 0-13, 2004

nu
Pre-Cont rence Ty
wwwgsd

March 2629
Washington, DC
GDIN2004
W,

April 2528, 2004
Seattle, WA USA

Grras 27th o nmml « nnm ance
Wy




